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Introduction
The evaluation of the genetic erosion is based on the following thesis:

a) Survival of fruit varieties is strictly linked to their cultivation, that stimuli the varieties
nursery propagation and their pubblication on the catalogues.

b) The un-cultivated varieties, gradually, disappear from the catalogues and can be lost if [ <
not kept in some collections. ) BaldacciF*PISTOI

Materials and Methods

122 nursery catalogues edited from 1897 to 2005 were analyzed. Almond, Apple, Apricot, Cherry, Peach,
Pear, Plum, and Quince fruits varieties were grouped in three years periods (1897-1932= ', 1933-1966=, and
1967-2005=), fixed taking into account the laws funded the Italian agriculture (R.D. n° 215 of 1933 and Piano
Verde st and 2" expired on 1966). These laws promoted the expansion of the fruit orchards with new varieties.

Results and Conclusions

Comparing the period ' vs "= the missed varieties in the catalogues resulted proportional to the economic
importance of the species with a general average of 75%. By species, the survival rates resulted: Apricot and
Pear varieties 12%; Apple, Peach, Plum and Cherry ranged from 20% and 22%; Quince an Almond 24% and
27%. Some of the missed varieties had rare and specific agronomic or pomologic characteristics (Table 1).

‘Table 1: Some missed varieties (Spot coloured in the side catalogues pages) =
Species Variety Main characteristics Source PESCHI
i : Fratelli :
Zazzeri
Cecina
(Livomo)
1935
Pear Butirra senza semi | Seedless Primo
Pear | William Duchesse | Large fruit (800-900 gr) ;‘}"‘?Wi&
Cherry | Neradi Pianonte | Large fruit p:ﬂ";a 1038
Quince | Del Portogallo Large fruit (800-900
Peack " Large fiu
Peach cana i )
Plum | Susina Frate Medium size, very taste
Peach | Cotogna sanguigna | Large fruit, red skin Late bearing | Giuseppe:
Apricot | Meraviglia di vsgali | Large fruit (100 g), early bearing m::s:nlﬂ&
Cherry |Bella di Barbarti | Large fruit, self-fertile, early bearing | Severino
Chary | Bianca Large ful, whie skin bard fleh__| (apermh
Almond | Grossa di Bari Large nut, very fertile
Almond |Schiacciarella Sofl mut (hand crushable)
Pear | Angelica di Ssonsra | Large fruit, delicate flesh Ferdinando
edi.

Pear Tommaso Cawersini | Large fruit, delicate flesh
Peach | Morellone precoce | Large frui, productive tree

Apple | Renetta di Cassel | Large fruit

Pear Margarita Marillat | Large fruit, uscat small

Plum | Casalinga Diy ability




