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Photo 8 - Sonchus oleraceus

Photo 12 - Himantoglossum robertianum

Photo 11 - Urospermum dalechampii

Photo 10 - Scolymus grandiflorus 

 Photo 9 - Sonchus asper 

Foto 14 - Reaumuria vermiculata L., elemento sud-mediterraneo rarissimo in Sicilia.

Photo 16 - Leopoldia comosa 

Photo 21 - Brassica incana 

Photo 15 - Raphanus raphanistrum Photo 13 - Capparis spinosa Photo 14 - Cynara cardunculus
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Photo 17 - Brassica nigra 

Photo 18 - Brassica rupestris ssp. Rupestris

Photo 19 - Brassica villosa ssp. Tinei

Photo 20 - Diplotaxis erucoides 

Photo 7 - The Olive-tree cultivar collection

Photo 6 - Limonium catanzaroi (Lojac.) Greuter, rare endemic species of Agrigento district.Photo 4 - Limonium melancholicum Brullo, Romano & Marcenò, punctiform endemism. Photo 5 - Limonium calcarae (Tod.) Pignatti, Middle Sicily endemism.
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF EDIBLE WILD SPECIES COLLECTED 

      LATIN NAME                                                       ITALIAN POPULAR NAME
Allium ampeloprasum L. Porraccio
Apium nodiflorum (L.) Lag. Sedano d'acqua
Asphodeline lutea (L.) Rchb. Bacchetta di re
Bellis perennis L. Pratolina
Beta vulgaris L. ssp. maritima (L.) Arcang. Bietola
Borago officinalis L. Borragine
Brassica fruticulosa Cyr. Cavolicello
Brassica nigra (L.) Koch  Cavolo Senape-nera
Brassica rapa L. ssp. sylvestris (L.) Janchen  Cavolo rapa
Brassica rupestris Rafinesque ssp. Rupestris Cavolo di rupe

Capparis spinosa L. Cappero
Carlina hispanica Lam. Carlina
Chondrilla juncea L. Lattugaccio
Cichorium intybus L. Cicoria comune
Clematis vitalba L. Vitalba

 L. Carciofo selvatico
Diplotaxis erucoides (L.) De Candolle  Ruchetta violacea
Foeniculum vulgare Miller ssp. piperitum (Ucria) Coutinho Finocchio selvatico
Hermodactylus tuberosus (L.) Salisb. Bellavedova
Himantoglossum robertianum (Loiseleur) P. Delforge Barlia
Hyoseris radiata L. Trinciatella
Hypochoeris neapolitana DC. Costolina
Isatis tinctoria L. Guado
Lactuca viminea (L.) Presl Lattuga alata
Lathyrus articulatus L. Cicerchia porporina
Leontodon tuberosus L. Dente di leone
Leopoldia comosa (L.) Parl. Lampascione
Lobularia maritima (L.) Desvaux Filigrana comune 
Malva sylvestris L. Malva
Nasturtium officinale Robert Brown Crescione d'acqua
Onopordum illyricum L. Onopordo maggiore
Portulaca oleracea L. Porcellana
Raphanuus raphanistrum L. ssp. Raphanistrum Rapastrello
Reichardia picroides (L.) Roth. Caccialepre
Rumex scutatus L. Romice scudato
Ruscus aculeatus L. Pungitopo
Scolymus grandiflorus Desf. Cardogna
Silene vulgaris (Moench.) Garcke ssp. angustifolia Miller Strigoli
Sinapis alba L. Senape bianca
Smilax aspera L. Salsapariglia
Sonchus asper (L.) Hill Grespino sfrangiato
Sonchus oleraceus L. Grespigno comune
Sonchus tenerrimus L.    Grespino spinoso                  
Tamus communis L. Tamaro
Tolpis quadriaristata Biv. Barbatella
Tragopogon porrifolius L. Barba di becco
Urospermum dalechampii (L.) Schmidt Boccione maggiore
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Brassica villosa  Biv. ssp. tinei (Lojac.) Raimondo & Mazzola (Photo 19)

(Photo 13)

Cynara cardunculus (Photo 14)
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At the Mediterranean species Botanic 
Garden of Agrigento (photo 1), the 
co l lec t ions  of  the  wi ld  and  
experimentally cultivated plants 
belonging to the Sicilian and in 
particular, the Agrigento district, flora 
of horticultural, fruitcultural and 
flowercultural interest, are present. 
From a scientific point of view, the 
collections represent a germoplasm 
bank and the best source from which it 
can be received the plantation material 
fo r  t echn ica l  in te rven ta t ion ,  
vegetation restoring, etc. 

In order to preserve this great 
important genetic patrimony and to 
emphasize the activities relating to the 
eco-sustainable development, the 
Botanic Garden acts were referred to 
the introduction,
 propagation and autecological study
of the wild endemic, rare and of particular agro-forestry interest species. From 2000 to date, the 
activities of Agrigento Mediterranean species Botanic garden dealt with:
1) collecting 
      - the Olive-tree cultivar present in the Central-Southern coast, based on the high interesting 
role that oliveculture plays within the Sicilian economy;
      - the wild Sicilian Limonium species for the flowercultural importance and the environmental 
planning (photos 4, 5 and 6);
      - the wild edible plants, able to furnish high quality and innovative production suitable for  the 
“Agriturismo” activity (Table 1);
2) autecological study of pioneer species suitable for restoring vegetation cover as: Lygeum spartum 
L., Salsola oppositifolia Guss., Suaeda vera Försskal, Pennisetuumsetaceum (Försskal) Chiov., etc.;
  3)restoring maquis vegetation 
aspects along the smooth slopped 
maritime cliffs;
4) the realization of a scientific 
biblioteque of bio-naturalistic and 
agronomic type, the herbarium(photo 
3)
 collecting the Agrigento distinct flora 
and the Gardens web site;
5) the organization of refresher 
courses, conference and seminars 
based on emphasizing the botanic and 
agronomic patrimony;
6) the setting up of an audio-video 
room destined to environmental 
education applications for students.

Photo 2 - Panoramic view of Agrigento Botanic Garden. 

Photo 1- Advertisment of the Botanic Garden

Photo 3 - Herbarium room. 

The Olive-tree cultivar present in Sicily 

plantation 
(Photo 7) and collected in the Botanic Garden 

:

Cultivar Diffusion area

Bottoni di Gallo Sciacca (AG)
Buscionetto o Janculidda districts of  AG and PA 
Giarraffa Central-Western Sicily 
Nocellara del Belice districts of  AG and TP 
Passulunara o Palermitana districts of  AG and PA
Pidicuddara o Murtiddara Agrigento district
Cartabellottese Sosio-Verdura watershed area
Cerasuola Middle and Western Sicily  
Pirunara Sciacca (AG)
Cacaredda  Central-Eastern Sicily 
Moresca Central-Eastern Sicily
Cavaliere Central-Eastern Sicily 
Carbucia Castelvetrano (TP)
Galatina Central-Eastern Sicily 
Abunara Licata and Palma di M. (AG)
Cacaridduni Palma di Montechiaro (AG)
Lamiaru Sciacca (AG)
Erbano coltivata Sciacca (AG)
Monsonica Licata (AG) and Gela (CL)


